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!'1 heard that Rashi in Masechet Ta'anit is not really Rashi. I was wondering what the story is:
(a) How do we know it's not Rashi?

(b) Why didn't Rashi write a commentary?

(c) If it's not Rashi, who is it?

Avraham Adam Sabzevari, Kew Gardens, NY, USA

The Kollel replies:

(a) The Sefer "Rashi Ta'anis" (Moshe Chai Publishing, 5764, annotated by Rabbi Yosef Chaim Dayan) brings in his
introduction the Maharatz Chiyus' essay "Imrei Binah", chapter 5, who mentions several categories of proofs and
many examples of each to show that the Perush printed in our Gemara is not from Rashi. Among his proofs are:

1. Contradictions between this Perush and Rashi's Perush throughout Shas.

2. Tosfos on our Masechta does not quote this Perush, so it would seem that they did not have it.

3. Other commentaries, such as Ritva and Ran, do not bringing Rashi's opinion in their commentaries, again
implying that they did not have his Perush available. (Neither does the Bartenura use the words of Rashi nearly as
much as with other Masechtos.)

4. The quotes in Tosfos and other Rishonim that are attributed to Rashi are not consistent with the Perush here.

5. This Perush is not written in the same style as Rashi throughout Shas, specifically regarding the way he quotes
Pesukim.

6. There are several examples of extraneous words appearing in this commentary, which is clearly not Rashi's style.
7. There is an abundance of differing versions of this Perush.

Although Rabbi Dayan refutes many of the proofs of Maharatz Chiyus, nevertheless it is clear that many Rishonim
had a different commentary of Rashi than what is printed. (See, for example, Tosfos 4a DH Chigeres, and 12a DH
Im, and 12b DH Nim; Ramban 15a; Or Zaru'a #403, 407, and 410). Many Acharonim agreed with Maharatz Chiyus
that our commentary was not written by Rashi, for example Chida (in Shem ha'Gedolim, letter "Shin"), citing R.
Yakov Emden, Yad David (Zintzheim) Ta'anis 13a, Mar'eh Kohen (R. Betzalel Cohen of Vilna), and R. Reuven
Margoliyos (Nitzotzei Zohar to Mishpatim, 115a).

(b) We do not have Rashi's commentary on Nedarim and Nazir either, or on most of Bava Basra. Nobody seems to
know why that is - were they lost, or did Rashi simply not have a chance to finish them? That does not seem to be
the case here, though, since Rishonim do quote Rashi from Ta'anis.

We actually have another record of Rashi's commentary on Ta'anis. Three manuscripts of a commentary which has
been attributed to Rashi (but differs from the printed "Rashi") exist. The commentary of Rashi printed with the
Gemara in Spain 1482 seems to have been based on those manuscripts, as well as the Rashi printed in the Ein
Yakov of Saloniki, 1520. Although there are minor differences between the manuscripts and the printed "Rashi"
throughout the Maseches, the major difference between our Rashi and those Rashis is in the first Daf and a half of
the Maseches. It seems that the commentary we have for these pages was written by a Talmid of Rabeinu Gershon
(see below, (c)).

Even these manuscripts do not contain all of the citations from Rashi that the Rishonim bring, but they are more
consistent with the Rishonim's citations than our "Rashi". One of the manuscripts begins with a note saying that it
is not clear who wrote it, but the scribe heard that Rashi's student wrote the (or a) commentary. This is consistent
with the conclusion of Maharatz Chiyus (see below, (c)).

The Rashi printed alongside the Rif is much briefer than our "Rashi", and his style seems more polished. According
to R. Reuven Margoliyos (cited above at the end of (a)), this is what remains from the "true" commentary of Rashi
on Ta'anis.

(c) Maharatz Chiyus concludes that some notes for Maseches Ta'anis were indeed written by Rashi himself. These
were then used by a Talmid of his as the basis for his own Perush. This new Perush was not popularized at the time
(thus it was not available to the other Rishonim) but after the Perush was printed alongside the Gemara, it was
mistaken for Rashi's own commentary. He asserts that each mention of "I heard from my Rebbi" indicates a
teaching that the author read in Rashi's Perush.

The author of Dikdukei Sofrim (Ta'anis 2b, see also Cheshek Shlomo 3a) points out that for the first Daf and a half
of Ta'anis, the commentary printed as "Rashi" is suspiciously similar to the commentary of Rabeinu Gershon
(which is printed in the common Shas). That section may have been written by a student of Rabeinu Gershon (as
mentioned above (b)). This is not true of the remainder of the commentary.
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Re: Ta'anis 006b: The Berachah said on rain in Eretz Yisrael
Michael Winokur <michaelswinokur@yahoo.com> asked:

Michael asked earlier:
>> Does the berach on rain have an introduction containing shem and malchus...<<

The Kollel replied:

>>TOSFOS in Berachos (46a, DH ul'Man d'Amar) explains that a Berachah of
Hoda'ah, a Berachah of praise to Hashem (as opposed to Birchas ha'Nehenin or
Birchas ha'Mitzvos), does not need to open with the text of a Berachah with
Shem u'Malchus.<<

Michael asked further:

The Shem is obviously there. But where is Malchus? The word Melech
does not appear. Is it implicit in the Shem?

The Kollel replies:

(a) The word "Malkeinu" appears in the Berachah (granted, not in the

Chasimabh itself, but right before the Chasimah). We find that, according to
some Rishonim, appearances of Malchus, even when not in the actual Chasimah
(or Pesichah), still count as the necessary Malchus, as the Beis Yosef,

citing from the Rosh and Tosfos, mentions in OC 214.

(b) It is interesting to note, though, that the RAN (Ta'anis 2a, DH Amar Rav
Papa) says that the end of the Berachah should indeed include the word
"Melech" ("Baruch... Melech Rov ha'Hoda'os") for this reason.

(c) The RA'AVAD (on the Ba'al ha'Me'or in Maseches Berachos), as quoted by
the TUR (OC 218), maintains that a Birchas Hoda'ah does *not* require
Malchus like other types of Berachos do. Although all of the Rishonim argue
with the Ra'avad, the PERISHAH there (218:4) writes that, "[The opinion of
the Ra'avad] is the source for the common practice that in a number of
Berachos, we do not say Malchus."

(The MISHNAH BERURAH (214:1) says that the Halachah that a Berachah without
Shem u'Malchus is not a Berachah applies to "both Birchos ha'Mitzvos and

Birchos ha'Nehenin." He leaves out Birchos ha'Hoda'os, though, and it may be

that he means to imply, like the Perishah, that Birchos ha'Hoda'os (such as

the Berachah for rain in Eretz Yisrael) do not need Malchus.)

Y. Shaw
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Ta'anos 010a: When we start saying "v'Sen Tal u'Matar"
Mark Kerzner <mkerzner70@hotmail.com> asked:
Dear Rabbi Kornfeld: BSD

In the Artscroll edition of Taanis, the dates are quoted as December 5 or
6, not 4 or 5, as in the Artscroll Siddur. This is a stira.

Besides, I have also heard in a Daf Yomi lecture a few years ago that the 4
or 5 of December were calculated by the author of Kitzur Shulchan Oruch,
Rabbi Shlomo Ganzfried, and that since then the calculated date changed by
1, thus making it December 5 or 6.



Have you heard of these opinions? Is it connected to the question of 60 days
being 60*24 hours, or 60 days?

Thank you. Sincerely,

Mark Kerzner

The Kollel replies:

Good question. The issue is not related to the question of 60 days after the
Tekufah, or 60 periods of 24 hours after the Tekufah.

Rather, the issue is merely a matter of how to count the English dates.

The Jewish date begins at nightfall, while the secular date begins at
midnight.

If I tell you that we start saying "v'Sen Tal u'Matar" in Ma'ariv (after

nightfall, but before midnight) of December 4, what does that mean? Does that
mean the night *going into* December 4 (but right now, when you Daven Ma'ariv
before midnight, it is still December 3), or does that mean the night *near

the end* of December 4 (it has been December 4 all day already, and at night,

a few hours before midnight, you say v'Sen Tal u'Matar)?

When the ArtScroll Sidur says that the date (in a normal year) is December 4,
that means that we begin saying v'Sen Tal u'Matar after December 4, during
the night going into December 5.

When the ArtScroll Ta'anis says that the date (in a normal year) is December
5, that also means the night going into December 5 (but right now, during
Ma'ariv, it is still December 4).

When the KITZUR SHULCHAN ARUCH was first published (1864), they were saying

v'Sen Tal u'Matar on the night going into December 4, while the actual date
was still December 3. In the year 1900, when no leap year was made (in
accordance with the system of the Gregorian calendar of omitting the leap

year three out of every four centesimal years), the date of 60 days after the
Tekufah consequently moved up one day -- to "December 5" in the words of the
footnotes on the Kitzur Shulchan Aruch, meaning that we say v'Sen Tal u'Matar
on December 4, during the night going into December 5.

I hope this clarifies your question.
All the best,

Y. Shaw
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Ta'anis 11

1) PERSONAL CONDUCT DURING TIMES OF FAMINE

QUESTION: The Gemara says that during a time of famine, marital relations are
prohibited, as we learn from the conduct of Yosef during the famine in
Mitzrayim. If marital relations are prohibited during a time of famine, how

was Yocheved conceived? Yocheved was born to Levi when the family of Yakov
descended from Eretz Yisrael and entered Mitzrayim (as Rashi points out in
Bereishis 46:26), which was two years into the famine! (TOSFOS)

ANSWERS:

(a) TOSFOS answers that our Gemara is only making a statement of preferable
behavior, of Midas Chasidus, and it is not expressing an actual prohibition.
Levi and his wife did not practice this Midas Chasidus, although Yosef did.
(The RA'AVAD writes in Sha'ar ha'Kedushah that before the Torah was given,
the Avos and their children did not observe practices such as Midas Chasidus,
but only the actual Mitzvos.)

The OR HA'CHAIM (Bereishis 41:50), though, asks that the verse explicitly
refers to Levi as "Ish Chasidecha" (Devarim 33:8), implying that he did
conduct himself with Midas Chasidus!

(b) The DA'AS ZEKENIM (Bereishis 41:50) quotes RABEINU YEHUDAH HE'CHASID who
explains that it is only prohibited when one knows, from the prophecy of a

Navi, that the famine will continue. Yosef had heard the prophecy that was

expressed in the dream of Pharaoh, and thus he knew that the famine would

continue. Levi did not know this, and therefore it was permitted for him to

engage in marital relations.

It appears that Rabeinu Yehudah he'Chasid understood that the reason for the
prohibition so as not to stretch already limited resources by introducing
another contender for the food supply. This only applies if the child will be
*born* while there is still a famine (since that is the when he, or his

mother, will need to need extra food).



(c) The MIZRACHI and the OR HA'CHAIM answer that if one does not have any
children, marital relations are permitted during a famine, as our Gemara

says. The reason is presumably because a person who has no children is

obligated to fulfill the Mitzvah of Piryah v'Rivyah. Levi, although he had

boys, did not have any girls, and thus he had not yet fulfilled the Mitzvah

of Piryah v'Rivyah. Therefore, it was permitted for him during the time of

famine.

The problem with this answer is that Yosef, too, did not have any daughters!
Why, then, did Yosef refrain from marital relations, while Levi did not? (See
OR HA'CHAIM.)

The DA'AS ZEKENIM, who also gives this answer, explains why Yosef acted
differently from Levi even though they both had only boys. Yosef maintained
that one fulfills the Mitzvah of Piryah v'Rivyah with two male children.

Levi, on the other hand, was of the opinion that one must have at least one
boy and one girl to fulfill the Mitzvah (both of these opinions are discussed

in Yevamos 62a). Therefore, Yosef held that he did not fall into the category
of those who are permitted to engage in marital relations during a famine,
while Levi held that he did!

(d) The CHIZKUNI and OR HA'CHAIM further suggest that the reason Levi did not
refrain was because his own family was not suffering; they had food during

the famine. Only the natives around them were suffering, and there was no
obligation to join in their suffering. (Although he did not know whether

Yosef did or did not have food, Yosef was only a single person and the entire

family should not have to suffer because of a single member's plight.)

Yosef, though, did not know that his father and brothers had food and he

thought that they were suffering from the famine. Therefore he joined them in

their suffering and refrained from marital relations.

We may develop this answer further by suggesting that even if Yosef was
confident that his family had food because of the great merit of Yakov Avinu
(if Yosef merited to have food, certainly Yakov would merit the same), he
nevertheless separated from his wife because the natives were suffering. Why,
then, did Levi not separate from his wife out of empathy for the natives like
Yosef did?

The MIZRACHI (beginning of Parshas Vayeshev) explains that when the young
Yosef reported to his father that his brothers were eating Ever Min ha'Chai
(limbs from a live animal), that was only his interpretation of their act;

they were actually eating from an animal that had been slaughtered properly

but was still kicking. An animal in such a state is permitted for a Jew to

eat, and is prohibited as Ever Min ha'Chai for a Ben Noach to eat. The

brothers maintained that they had a status of Jews, and therefore the animal

was permissible to them. Yosef, though, maintained that they were considered
Bnei Noach, since the Torah had not yet been given to them, and thus it was
forbidden for them to eat the animal.

Levi, then, was following his previous reasoning when he did not separate
from his wife. He held that he had a status of a Jew, and thus he did not
have to share in the suffering of the natives who were Bnei Noach. Yosef,
though, maintained that the sons of Yakov, too, were considered Bnei Noach,
and therefore he had to be concerned for the feelings of his fellow Bnei
Noach (just as Noach did during the Flood, Rashi Bereishis 7:7). That is why



Yosef separated from his wife while Levi did not! (M. Kornfeld)

LRVIN RIPI NCIVNA AwIcA PO YRINW INR

TIPbn AP IPIN 7373 IDp7 TrYEX 277 :RINT ,RIND ORI 0O 12D
D12 VR DR WIPI] WAIN DY RON TWRN 1YY 9931 [AYYY TNRI NRLVNY TR 1190 WP w11a™a] 727 5
]2 IPXY IYXw NON Z(ROM RPIWIINM) T7 NOAT wDI I7TPN3 ?57 Z[RWNN
10 M - [P TN IR TR MTTINA] RN7D R IIR R PITR ITINRTI NIV TWR? M0 RW) 70 77
Yy N5w g1 apy s IpmInd 5/7 0937 X577 ¢ (12,7 97 "w 2w P19 M0 n2unal L, 2107

5y - 9371 737 So» 10Xy IYIDT ,NDIA XIPI [T [0 NEX 10Xy
LADDT M5 NnN

PMND 1RPININ 12 TINNW 27201, 0T Rp RIPT W) 2172 NPT :IDIN TIYEN 737
W77 N5 1Y AWK DN NRYN TY IWRT HY 12 RY PN 1IN 9T 9] (a0 TAN I, (MU
XNIPJ TN 737D KON IDXY IYC¥ NbBw 71 071 IONT VY YIO ST i
LIIADDY AP NAXK PV - 737 Pop 10Xy IVIDT 0172

YWITR PR R L, ORINWDY

5 (WTP RIPI R? MRV Q171 228NN NOR 1WOW) *Xp ¥I5 9I3°38 - XIAA

IRVIM RIPI ORA LITYOR 03279

(TN RNVIW 7D RIPNN VLI ;%71 72702 WAIN HY RON IWRN MUINI) 7 °WDHI 2°XDT - X177
1A%y DTIX TINC DDIVH T YHR 27 IARAY 2000 ITYOR 027 AR Ond

(2,%° n>1v¥yn)

v INRIW , JUTMIA? MORT,WITR 1'DN 2317°RI) 1°¥» JIN2 >I19W wITp 12°KD
IAT) P RIAR RDTVITP T2I92 [W2R R IR 9R 19 DI9R NAWH 21WR RY 1R NN NUYR RY 0,8
RY - VXD 170 WITRPW 27202 ;WITR RIPT 7107 ;W917p 72792 MIVANT T10KXRT N2 :01Tp 72792 DNwn
2 (R ®N?2D2 /MM ;100 20 0720177 11ARW TV, 17010 20 2 R

, (R17 7172 WITP NAWN - MMIDAN 21207 212°0) 7°WD31 *7I1V¥H Y¥nIT - X7 :ROWp KD
. (RUIN ®IpI MIVNAN? 2127 1RO M 22R) 7°WDI *7I1Yx¥H *¥n RY7T - X7

©™19N) TON WR WO YN x oum) INRIV , (IDTMA) T°01 RIAPI :INXR WoOph woa
M1 N TGN [(npoaon zinae] 0217177120 - (MR TER1D PRY IR I D12 NI NN 2IR0N MIY

. (IR RPI 1WA WNINT MV [H1OR] IRY 0Py (11797 1091 072000 , 2101 1102 - 211

x2a%5 Y95°% - Xn°1yna 2°n°T 29 °2 92 KA DWW 27 IR

17 1"R0 "191 NIDONW M3 ®?R ,17 2'DIN 11°R UMD 1321 YINTIV0 21377 81727 MTIV0) #°Hh13°05
L (23R

IMIDN IIN "NO'R 17107) 2232 732°% N2IvD 70K :XAXR I3 A°MI0 027 INR)
XY R (77100 N2™D12 1" 110R1 01" TIWAN 172231 1700 ,7117272R 1°U3 12 17401 1700 ,1"N?™M2 71" 27 1K
.72%2 axa nvwn

2w Y CRWI 230 I0MPN 70K :wopR WUY AKX RAXR 2 A°nI° 227 INR
L(TIN2 2127 11°RT,RINW?N) D AW NOXYMna vYNAW *15m ,N°1¥yna

11b 11b

2) DEFINITION OF A "TA'ANIS SHA'OS"

OPINIONS: The Gemara discusses whether a "Ta'anis Sha'os" is considered an
actual Ta'anis, and if it is, whether or not one recites Aneinu, the prayer

said on a Ta'anis, in the Shemoneh Esreh. What exactly is a Ta'anis Sha'os?

RASHI seems to say that a Ta'anis Sha'os is simply a Ta'anis which one did
not formally accept upon himself during the previous day (one fasted without
a Kabalah to do so the day before). Why, though, should such a Ta'anis be
called a Ta'anis *Sha'os*? What does it have to do with "Sha'os" (literally
"hours")?

Second, why does the Gemara say that if remains fasting through the night



following a Ta'anis ("Lan b'Ta'aniso"), it is not even called a Ta'anis

Sha'os because "he was not Mekabel it." By definition, every Ta'anis that one
was not Mekabel is a Ta'anis Sha'os! Why should this not be considered a
Ta'anis Sha'os?

(a) According to RASHI, who says that a Ta'anis Sha'os is simply a Ta'anis
that one was not Mekabel upon himself the day before, the reason it is called
a Ta'anis Sha'os is as follows. Since one was not Mekabel it the day before,
but only after nightfall, that day is not a full day of Ta'anis. It lasts

only for "hours" rather than days, since it starts at the time he accepted it

and continues until the end of that same day. When one is Mekabel the Ta'anis
the day before, the entire day -- and not just a certain number of hours in

the day -- is viewed as a "day of fasting."

This does not mean that if he accepts the Ta'anis from before nightfall he

will not be eating for 24 hours. It is permitted for him to eat at night.
Nevertheless, since he accepted it upon himself earlier, the night is
considered to be part of a "fast day." (Rashi says clearly in Shabbos 24a,

that one who was Mekabel a Ta'anis the day before says Aneinu even at night,
even if he is still eating and drinking at that time.) If one was Mekabel the
Ta'anis after the night began, then the whole day cannot be considered a
Ta'anis because the day began before the Ta'anis was accepted.

When Abaye says that the Ta'anis of our Gemara is different because the
person did not accept upon himself the Ta'anis, he means that the person not
only failed to accept the Ta'anis upon himself the day before, but he was
never accepted it upon himself it at all. Only *after* he fasted did he
express his desire to say Aneinu for his "retroactive fast," but by then it

is too late to convert his act of fasting into a formal Ta'anis.

(b) The ROSH holds that both a Ta'anis and Ta'anis Sha'os are the same with
regard to Kabalah -- one must accept upon himself either type of Ta'anis the
day before in order for it to be considered a valid Ta'anis. The difference
between them is that in a Ta'anis Sha'os, one accepts to fast only a certain
number of hours during the day, as the term "Ta'anis Sha'os" implies. A
regular Ta'anis is when one accepts to fast the entire day.

Abaye says that in the case of Rav Huna, the person was not Mekabel the
Ta'anis the day before, but only on the day that he started to fast (albeit
before the fast began). Therefore it is not even a Ta'anis Sha'os.

3) SAYING "ANEINU" AFTER FASTING THROUGH THE NIGHT
QUESTION: Rav Huna says that if one fasted during the day and continued to
fast through the night, he does not say Aneinu during the day that follows

that night. Why would we have thought that he says Aneinu on the day after

his fast? RASHI (DH 1'Machar) explains what Rav Huna is teaching us. We might
have thought that one should say Aneinu in order to fulfill the recitation of
Aneinu for the fasting of the *night before*. Rav Huna teaches that one

cannot do that, because there was no Kabalah for the Ta'anis that one

observed during the night.

Why did Rashi have to explain that Aneinu is being said retroactively for the
fast of the previous night? The person has presumably not yet stopped
fasting. Rashi should explain that Aneinu is being said for the fast that he



is *still observing*, during the day after the night!

ANSWER: The Gemara (12a) states that it is only considered a Ta'anis Sha'os
if one does not eat anything *until the end of the day*. If so, when one

fasted throughout the night after his fast, how can he say Aneinu the
following day? Even though he is still observing his fast at the beginning of
the day, he is going to eat before the end of the day, and thus the fast will

not be a valid Ta'anis on which to say Aneinu!

For this reason, the ROSH says that Rav Huna is not discussing a case where
one fasts for a single day and wants to say Aneinu on the following day
before eating. Rather, the case is where one decides, on the morning after a
Ta'anis, to fast for two entire consecutive days. He wants to say Aneinu
after the first night and not eat again until nightfall. (KORBAN NESANEL
1:10:5)

RASHI, on the other hand, found that explanation to be unlikely, because the
Gemara, which says "Lan b'Ta'aniso," implies that the person had no intention
to fast a second day, but merely to fast during the night following his one-
day fast. Therefore, Rashi explains that the prayer of Aneinu that one would
say during the day after fasting through the night is for the fast that he
*already observed* (the previous night), and not for the fast that he is
observing at that time, when he Davens, during the day. When the Gemara says
later (12a) that one must fast until sundown, it is referring to a case where

one starts his fast at sunrise. Rashi learns that just as one may fast from
sunrise to sunset, so may one fast from sunset to sunrise and it is

considered a full-fledged fast. That is why Rashi says that we might have
thought that one may say Aneinu because of the fast of the preceding night
which had a status of a Ta'anis Sha'os. On the other hand, there was no

reason for the Gemara to presume that one should say Aneinu for fasting a
short while on the next day, since he is going to eat before sundown and thus
that day does not have a status of a Ta'anis. (M. Kornfeld)
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Ta'anis Chart #1
Daf 13a-13b

THE PROHIBITION OF WASHING ON A TA'ANIS AND FOR AN AVEL

(A) (C)

|

TA'ANIS TZIBUR AVEL & TISHA B'AV
|
|
|
RAV CHISDA, AND
|
RAVA (2nd version)
|
|
1) HOT WATER Asur (entire body) (1) Asur (2)
|
|
2) COLD WATER Mutar Asur (entire body) (3)

|
RAVA (lst wversion)




3) HOT WATER Asur (entire body) (1) Asur (2)
|

4) COLD WATER Mutar Mutar

(1) It is Mutar, though, to wash one's face, hands, and feet in hot
water on

a Ta'anis.

(2) This applies to any part of the Avel's body.

(3) It is over this point that the Amora'im disagree. The Gemara's
conclusion

is like Rav Chisda; an Avel is prohibited from washing all of his body,
even

in cold water, and *any* part oF his body in hot water (but he may wash
his

face, hands, and feet in cold water).
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