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COOKING POTS THAT WERE PUNCTURED,
ABANDONED OR BROKEN IN JERUSALEM
IN THE LATE SECOND TEMPLE PERIOD

ASHER GROSSBERG
(pp. 148-162)

Sherds of many cooking pots as well as intact cooking pots,
some with a tiny hole in their side, dated to the late Second
Temple period, have been found in Jerusalem. The size
of the perforations and their location in the pots does not
conform to halachic regulations for purifying pottery. The
practice is explained in relation to the use of these vessels
for cooking sacrificial meat. Halakhic regulations prohibit
subsequent cooking in pottery vessels in which sacrificial
meat was cooked and demand that they be broken. Pots that
were pierced were also regarded as broken. The fate of such
vessels varied. Some were discarded. Among the pierced
ones, some were set aside for other uses. Some of the intact
pots were thrown into cisterns. Some pilgrims abandoned
intact pots next to the First-Temple-period city wall and
some took the pierced pots home.

STEPPED POOLS FROM THE ROMAN AND
BYZANTINE PERIODS IN THE INSULA
NORTH OF THE FORUM IN LOWER
SEPPHORIS

ZEEV WEISS
(pp. 163-175)

Over 50 stepped pools (ritual baths, migwa’or) were
discovered in Sepphoris, most of which were integral
parts of private houses. This article discusses a group of
5-6 migwa’ot uncovered in the insula north of the forum
in the lower city of Sepphoris. These are particularly small
installations (2-3.5 m?), constructed as stepped pools with
their lower sections partially hewn into the bedrock beneath
floor level—with the exception of one, which was built
entirely over earlier remains. Dated to the late second or
carly third through fourth centuries CE, and possibly later,
these migwa’ot offer insights into the lifestyle, customs,
and degree of observance of purity laws among the Jews
of Sepphoris over a longer period than has been suggested
by some scholars.

A SYNAGOGUE OF THE SECOND TEMPLE
PERIOD AT KHIRBAT UMM EL-UMDAN
AND ITS INTERIOR DECORATION

SHLOMIT WEKSLER-BDOLAH, SILVIA ROZENBERG
AND Y OTAM ASSCHER

(pp. 176-189)

Three stages of development were identified in a structure
uncovered in Kh. Umm el-Umdan—a village of the
Second Temple period (Modi‘in): Early Hellenistic, Late
Hellenistic (Hasmonean), and Early Roman (Herodian).
The Hasmonean and the Herodian halls (rectangular,
broad structures, with raised benches, a sunken floor and
two rows of columns in the later hall) were identified as
synagogues—a proof of the existence of synagogues in rural
settlements in Judea during the Second Temple period, from
the Hasmonean period, onwards. Wall-painting fragments
discovered inside the Hasmonean and Herodian halls
attest that both were decorated. As similar fragments have
been found in other Second-Temple-period synagogues,
it can be argued that a rich interior wall decoration was a
characteristic element of affluent synagogues during the
Second Temple period.

POTTERY FINDS FROM JUDAH, EDOM, AND
ASSYRIA IN THE ARABIAN PENINSULA AS
EVIDENCE FOR ARABIAN TRADE IN THE
EIGHTH-SEVENTH CENTURIES BCE

Liry SINGER-AVITZ
(pp. 190-203)

One of the major trade routes in the ancient Near East was
the Arabian incense trade, which throughout history played
a central role in linking distant and diverse cultures. During
the eighth—seventh centuries BCE, archaeological finds in
Judah indicate contact with this long-distance trade. While
previous research has focused on identifying evidence
for this trade within Judah, this article takes the opposite
approach. It surveys Late Iron Age finds from settlements
in the Arabian Peninsula that originated in the material
cultures of Judah, Edom, and Assyria.



