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"BEN PEKUAH" AS A SOLUTION FOR PROBLEMS OF KASHRUT

Abraham Korman
Tel Aviv
In this paper the development of a “Ben-Pekuah” stock of animals taken alive

from their slaughtered mothers’ wombs is proposed as an original solution to
problems of kashruth in Israel (elsewhere the proposal may be difficult to im-
plement, for it requires a closed economy with uniform livestock). Such animals
(and their inbred descendants) are considered as already slaughtered from the
standpoint of Jewish law, their chelev (normally forbidden fats) and gid hanasheh
(sinew of the femoral vein) are not forbidden, the rules of #refoth (non-kashruth
by virtue of physical condition) do not apply to them, and their milk is considered
that of a slaughtered animal, to which the prohibitions against mixing milk and
meat do not apply according to many authorities.

This solution necessarily involves all the livestock, both animal and fowl, to
prevent possible complications. It is possible to begin by slaughtering approximately
2000 cows shortly before their final parturition. A device should be developed to
ease removal of the live fetus after the mother is slaughtered. Cooperation between
religious officials (Rabbis and slaughterers) and scientists (veterinary doctors)
will be required to assure the removal of the fetus alive and unharmed.

Fowl present the greatest problem from the standpoint of Jewish law, for
there is no clear definition of the stage in the development of the egg at which
(the chicks which later hatch from) it becomes permitted via the slaughter of the
layer. An incubator should be developed for hatching unfinished eggs removed
after the slaughter of the layer.

Within a period of 20 to 25 years it should be possible to attain meat and
milk production on a total “Ben-Pekuah” basis. It is economically feasible, for the
planning and implementation costs will be recovered im a relatively short time,
since there will be no loss due to freyf animals, the need to remove chelev and
gid hanasheh, the need for careful separation of meat and milk, and the many
other expenses connected with assuring the kashruth of meat and milk products
{which are still often inadequate).
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